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Will Rank High in Poland’s Hall of Fame

THE Garibaldi of Poland, Gene ' i . . . ‘

Fthe world of late has hw‘} much :I‘I)’Ptl}l‘:ud“:t:‘, S WF S R could accomplish the work effectively, all opposition on ;

himself little. Yet Pilsudski, in th u : rty grounds was withdrawn. Paderewski's tenure was -'
1, e opinion of i In ] 919 i

critical observers, will rank on Poland’s scroll of honor r; th > ?nuary » 1919, a general election was held i

next to the name of Kosciusko. ’:nun:s.p“f‘;‘:;“c“‘ t“'f'.“"'ﬂc‘?“"’? !Pf 410 members, the

Of the man himself, and of the men who surround iament in ttcxr:n}?ns Ud‘:tle‘?;cc;ot‘g;negxes:ﬂ'ive Tplc::rer{;
him, thte“' parts and their policies, this article proposes a president who is clcc_tcg by the majority vote of the
to t",“,l',h Barcla Enalish wri parliament. The president (Pilsudski) performs his
himSlcliose l';rm?li sc:irbcc syi’li‘l!;udggi lihu\:l.'ltc.f I;::hga t;b::l;\lrrlecc: duties with the aid of a cabinct which is dependent for
sad eyes. His drooping eyebrows, drooping mustache,
and lank hair add their touch of melanchoFy to a face
which reminds one of his country, of the vigor of its
history compared with its languid scenery, the energy
of its dances compared with the wail of the accom-
panying music—a country of extremes and contrasts.”

Pilsudski, like Daszynski of whom more will be said
later, is a Polish nobleman by birth. He was born dur-
ing the insurrection of 1863 and was educated at Vilna
and the University of Cracow. But in Pilsudski nation-
alism came before class interests and as long as 30 years
ago he turned to socialism as the only force capable of
freeing Poland from foreign oppression. Thus every-
one concedes Pilsudski to be an honest patriot, working
as he always has worked unselfishly for his country.
He has become a moderate type of Socialist, on the type
of Briand of France.

But in those carlier years he was Socialist enough
to be expelled from Cracow and returning to Vilna
he was arrested in 1887 and condemned to five years
in Siberia simply because his name and address were
found in the pocketbook of somebody who had been
arrested on suspicion of complicity in a conspiracy
against the czar.

When he returned from exile he lived at Lodz, and
became a leader of the Polish Socialist party, whose
object was the emancipation of Poland from Russia,
Thus are revolutionaries made!

Lodz became the center and Pilsudski the leader of
the movement. Here he issued the famous “Robotnik”
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its continuation in office on the support of parliament.
_The Polish parties and their rl?aomeutzlrl;‘ra member-
ship are as follows: Socialists, 35; National Workmen,
43; National Democrats, 71; National Popular Alliance,
71; Conservatives, 18; Burghers, 13; Jewish Zionists,
10; Independents, 7; Catholics, 5; Germans, 2. The
few additional deputies are scattered. Nine deputies
are women.
_ In external affairs, the peasants, Socialists and Na-
tional Workmen, usually work together in external af-
fairs, while in internal affairs the peasants are often
found with the Nationalist groups.
Paderewski passed on his office to Skulski, who be-
longs to the National Democrats of the Right; he was
able to hold power because the peasants supported him
and Witos, the leader of the peasants, had two mem-
bers in the cabinet who pushed through land reform
measures. The Skulski caginet lost ground and peasant
dissatisfaction with the government led Witos to
draw away from the Coalition, thus weakening it so
that it collapsed.
Pilsudski asked Witos to form a cabinet, and was :
refused. Meantime the Bolshevik menace was grow-
m{ on the frontier. Skulski tried again but, the Center
9 litos) and Left refusing to support him, failed. :
rejski, leader of National Labor party, tried and i
failed. Grabski succeeded in forming a cabinet, in the ;
face of bitter opposition from the peasants, and, in the
face of the urgency of the situation created by the ;
Bolshevik advance, was forced to withdraw. !
With the fall of Rovno, Grabski went, and Witos, !

; : : ...| at last, came in. Thus a peasant is Poland’ ier.
(the Workman), for which the Russian police searched — ML - s I come b ik hevwoss Madowsing pusr
for years—and ultimately found in Pilsudski's house. GENERAL PILSUDSKI ants and poor peasants in Poland. Witos is one of the ]
He was placed in the Warsaw cnta'del. . . former. Hence he and his party (Center) are na-
Then enters a story born only in revolutionary cir- tionalists, and even imperialists. Hence, also, their
cles. Pilsudski pretended to be insane and so got him- But the situation was beyond him, and no one would interests are at one with those of the nobles, whose }
self removed to the Petrograd Military Asylum. The fisten. lands however are much curtailed under the new laws. r
Polish Socialist party set its wires to work and con- Pilsudski wanted a free Poland and was willing to  But the important thing is that the most powerful ~
trived to place one of their own members, a doctor, fight with any one for it. So he became the ally of party and the most powerful men in Poland today are t
in the asylum. . Germany against Russia, fought brilliantly as a briga- distinctly national figures, to whom party takes always d
And one night the two disappeared. dier-general with his corps, and the Germans took second place. . ) .
Pilsudski, even then, had adopted a definite policy. the place of the Russians in Poland. The Central M. Daszynski, mentioned earlier as of noble birth,
He believed Poland could be freed only by force. So  Powers declared Poland independent and suggested to also is a li elong Socialist, his radicalism modified by
when the czar sought to placate the Polish peasants Pilsudski that an army of Poles be formed to fight for experience. _His leadership certainly brought down the
by emancipating them from serfdom, Pilsudski kept the Central Powers. Pilsudski replied that he was will-  Grabski cabinet, which he declared to be wholly con-
them stirred up to more liberal and wholesale demands.  ing to create an army to fight for Poland, but for no one  servative, and thus paved the way for the peasant ef-
His policy demanded an army, and at every oppor- else. The Germans arrested Pilsudski and the whole fort. He made a great argument of the Russian peas-
tunity he sought to create one. He tried to organize a of Poland turned against the Germans, _ ants fighting against Polish lords, and said t“hc_then
Polish legion to help Japan in the war with Russia, While Pilsudski was confined in Magdeburg, his government could speak only in the name of ﬁrmgcs';
but the plan fell through. At last, however, he over- work went merrily on through able lieutenants, so that lords, big landowners owning estates in White Russia.

came objection in his own party and the first Rifle when the German revolution brought about his release, He is vice premier. Witos recognizing the need of
Exercise]Corps was formed in Galicia in 1908. The he was welcomed as a national hero, and was appointed  unity, both to Poland itself, and before the world, in-

corps grew rapidly, and Pilsudski set himself to the “Chief of the State.” . vited Grabski, a most experienced financier, to take u

sturgy gfr warfal;e a{ld strategy, working up a war chest, This is the man who is leading Poland, and this again the portfolio of finance, which he did, and Skul-

co-operating with the various corps and keeping every- brings us to the point of Poland’s emancipation, and ski himself has become minister of the interior.

one up to scratch ready for events. the men who are maintaining it. ) Thus every figure except one, Paderewski, who has
In January, 1914, Pilsudski smelled a war between The Polish Socialist party makes a creed of placing layed a big role in the renaissance of Poland, has been

Russia and Austria, and planned on selling Polish country before party, and so, when Polish freedom rought into a common fold under peasant leadership,

help, through his corps, in return for emancipation. seemed imminent, and it appeared that Paderewski but held to the line of common effort by Pilsudski.
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